
ANNUAL REPORT 
(Amended Report) 

Western Association Church and Ministry Committee 
Missouri Mid-South Conference, United Church of Christ 

 
The Church and Ministry Committee took the following actions during the year 

April 26, 2008 through April 18, 2009 
 

Ecclesiastical Authorization 
Student-in-Care: 
 Ellen Martin   Received 2006; renewed 2009 
 Stephen King  Received 2006; renewed 2009 
 David Roush   Received 2003; renewed 2009 
 Kenneth Dantzler  Received 2004 
Licensure: 
 Judy Fiocco  Evangelical UCC, Boonville 
 John Sellers  St. Peter UCC, Billings 
 Tim Biesemeyer St. John UCC, Emma 
 
License Renewal for One Year: 
 Andrea Mockridge on behalf of the Western Association 
 Stephen King Zion UCC, St. Joseph 
 Betty Thaller  Salem UCC, Higginsville 
 Ellen Martin  1st Congregational UCC, Lebanon  
 Michael Miller St. John’s UCC, Florence 
  
Transfer of Ministerial Standing into the Western Association: 
 Rev. Mary Latela From Hartford Association in the 
    Connecticut Conference 
 

Rev. J.C. Dollar From Northeast Association in the Indiana-Kentucky Conference 
 
 Rev. Melissa St. Clair  From Mercersburg Association in the Penn Central 
        Conference 
Transfer of Ministerial Standing out of the Western Association: 
 Rev. Ron Williams to the St. Louis Association in the Missouri Mid-South Conference 
 
 Rev. Mary Harris-Koth to the Southwest Conference 
 
 Rev. Robert Koth to the Southwest Conference 
 
 Rev. Joel Hartman to the Oklahoma Association in the Kansas-Oklahoma Conference 
 

Rev. Lynn Brightman to the Southwest Conference 
 
 Rev. Ric Brightman to the Southwest Conference 
 
 Rev. Greg Ferris to the Northwest Association in the Wisconsin Conference 



 
 
Leave of Absence: 
Granted to the Rev. Bruce Edwards-for a period of one-year 
 
 

Oversight of Ministry 
Procedures for nurture: 
 

The Church and Ministry Committee concluded one “Situational Support Consultation,” 
which resulted in a “Mutually Agreed-upon Plan of Action.” 
 
 In support of the vision of safe, healthy and ethical pastoral relationships within the 
Church, the Committee requires Boundary Training every three years for all authorized 
Ministers with standing in the Association. Rev. Dane Sommer, in partnership with the 
Implementing Ministry Committee of the Missouri Mid-South Conference, provided leadership 
for Boundary Training Workshops within the Western Association. 
 
 An “Informational Review” of all authorized Ministers with standing in the Association 
was implemented in January 2009. All authorized Ministers with standing in the Association 
are required to complete this document and to submit it to the conference office. 
 
 “Exit Interviews” were conducted with: 
 Rev. Tom Nordberg, Pastor, Columbia UCC, Columbia, MO 
 Rev. Mary Harris-Koth, Pastor, St. John UCC Billingsville, MO 
 Rev. Coletta Eichenberger, Interim Pastor, Evangelical UCC, Boonville, MO 
 Rev. Greg Ferris, Pastor, Ivanhoe UCC, Raytown, MO 
 
Disciplinary Procedures: 
 

The Church and Ministry Committee continued to provide on-going oversight for a 
prescribed program of growth that resulted from a “Fitness Review” conducted on behalf of 
another conference in early 2008. This oversight commitment concluded in October. 
 
  

 
Members of the Committee participated in the following services: 

 
Installation of Pastor: 

 Rev. Scott Howell  Country Club Congregational UCC,  
     Kansas City, MO  July 2008 
 
 Rev. Alan Gatewood Bethel UCC 
     Concordia, MO  September 2008 
 
 

Service of Recognition: 
 John Sellers   Interim Licensed Minister 
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     St. Peter’s UCC 
     Billings, MO   October 2008 
 

Churches in Transitional/Interim Settings: 
 

Rev. Robert Atkinson, Interim, Zion UCC, Mayview 
Rev. Coletta Eichenberger, Interim, Columbia UCC, Columbia 
Rev. Patricia Glover, Interim, St. Luke UCC, Grand Pass 
        John Seller, Interim, St. Peter’s UCC, Billings 
Rev. Janet Weiblen, Interim, Ivanhoe UCC, Raytown 
 
Faith UCC, Prairie City 
  

 
 

2008 Members of the Western Association Church and Ministry Committee: 
Judith Bartell  Class of ’10  Rev. Collette Jones  Class of ‘09 
Leora Bremer Class of ’09  Ann Lennington  Class of ‘10 
Rev. Gail Danley Class of ’11  Rev. Clairnel Nervik  Class of ‘10 
Fred Droege  Class of ’11  Rev. Michael Stephens Class of ‘11 
Martha Hawthorne Class of ’10  Rev. Dane Sommer  Class of ‘11 
Jerry Cundiff, Association President/ex-officio Ron Wendle, Chairperson Class of ‘09  

Rev. Dale Parson, Staff/Associate Conference Minister 
 
 
 


